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CRACK DOWN OR CRACK UP

Violence, corruption and economic and
political distortion are being visited upon
the increasing number of Third World
countires involved in the international
drugs trade. The time has come for an
international effort to attack the causes of

addiction and production.
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REMEMBER RESOLUTION 598

albatross and a seagull. Yet Captain Will Rogers of the

USS Vincennes would have us believe that a warship
equipped with the most sophisticated radar system in the world
mistook an Iranian Airbus carrying 290 passengers, 66 of them
children, for a threatening F-14 attack fighter which had to be
shot down.

“An understandable mistake,” said Ronald Reagan. “We fully
accept the right of forces engaged in such hostilities to defend
themselves,” chimed in Britain’s Margaret Thatcher. Against
what? Iranian patrol boats which might collide with US frigates?

Meanwhile, that section of the western press which specialises
in obfuscating the obvious dived into a morass of complex
technical data about altitude, radar contact, blip and transpon-
der response, only to surface with a list of unanswered questions.
The Pentagon floated a new story every hour, but each fresh
contradiction only further weakened its credibility.

The US administration owes
the world an explanation. We
must be told how the Airbus
tragedy occurred and why the
warships of the US and its
allies are in the Gulf. It is an |
essential precondition for the
start of a peace process in the
Iran-Iraq war that the navies
of all non-regional states with-
draw from the Gulf. Iran is
hardly likely to make peace
with a dagger pointing at its
heart.

It is fortunate that a rethink
of foreign policy is under way
in Iran. The recent Iranian
reversals on the southern front
can be attributed in part to the
changing fortunes of war. But

E ven the Ancient Mariner knew the difference between an

the Gulf, attacking international shipping and destroying Iran’s
oil terminals.

Iraq has succeeded in widening the conflict by drawing the

other countries of the region into this vortex of tension,
presenting a border war as some kind of pan-A_rab crusade, and
bringing foreign navies into the Gulf. The international re-
sponse to Iraq’s use of chemical weapons against its own
population and the Iranians showed that Saddam’s allies would

not abandon him, whatever their embarrassmer}t. '

It is a year since the UN Security Council unanimously
adopted resolution 598, which called for an end to the war and
promised to investigate where the responsibility for aggression
lay. It is difficult to believe that, given the political will, humgm
ingenuity cannot resolve the problem of whether a ceasefire will
precede or follow the establishment of a commission of inquiry
into which party was responsible for commencing hostilities. The
suggestion from the USSR is commendable for its simplicity and

provides a straightforward

way out of the impasse: the

ceasefire and the inquiry com-
mission should come into
being simultaneously and
quickly.

Tehran lacks faith in an
international mediation and
peacemaking effort because
the international community
failed to do anything concrete
when the Iragqis first attacked.
Little has happened since
then. Even resolution 598 has
been neutralised, if not sub-
verted, by Washington’s re-
P A . flagging of Kuwaiti tankers

. "ores |and by the arrival of US and
European fleets in the Gulf.
The US and its allies have no

Al
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they also provide the oppor-

tunity to press a more important point: that the Iranian
leadership should be concentrating on the only thing that
matters — an end to the war. Iran should be seeking peace on
honourable terms, not victory at any price.

There would be universal relief were Iran to pursue peace;
such a move would be greeted with universal encouragement.
After all, the purpose of the 1979 revolution was to secure a
better life for the Iranian people, not to score triumphs on the
battlefield. Today it seems almost tragic to recall that, before it
was attacked by Iraq, the Iranian revolution was planning to
build a society which was less militarised than its predecessor,
and less dependent on a single natural resource, oil. In fact, in
emphasising an egalitarian redistribution of wealth and inde-
pendence from industrialised countries, the revolution’s prog-
ramme seemed to have drawn its inspiration from the principles
and issues underlying the North-South dialogue.

Instead, the war made arms imports and production a priority,
and oil revenues became a lifeline for the war effort. Iran’s war
debt may be negligible compared with the US$64-billion owed by
Iraq, but that is not the only measure of how costly the conflict
has been and how unthinkable is its continuation.

The victory which now eludes Iran was within its reach in
1982, when it drove the Iraqi forces from its territory. However,
because the removal of Saddam Hussein was an irreducible
minimum among its terms for the cessation of hostilities, Iran
fought on. Since then Saddam has sought to rescue Iraq from the
stalemate it faced on land by extending the war to the waters of

2
international sanction for the

role they have assumed as guardians of the freedom of naviga-
tion. Indeed Iran’s dependence on the safe passage of its seaborne
oil exports through the Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz makes it
the last country to seek to damage or threaten that principle.

Iran has survived the pressure it has faced since 1987, perhaps
the most dangerous period of the war. When Iraq international-
ised the conflict, it gambled on forcing Iran into a confrontation
with the US. In one sense the gamble failed, because Mikhail
Gorbachev all but cancelled his Washington summit with
Ronald Reagan because of the Americans’ threatening posture in
the Gulf. The rare unanimity which had been achieved between
the superpowers over resolution 598 ended as the USSR found
itself agreeing with the Iranians that the western naval
presence was a threat to security and had to be withdrawn.

When the US and European fleets begin to leave the Gulf, Iran
must announce its decision to make peace. In that way Tehran
could show that it was not succumbing to an arms or trade
embargo or to a naval blockade. There is no question about the
Iranian people’s support for the leadership; the revolution is
firmly established. It is for the leadership to ensure that the
revolution is not allowed to remain diverted from its original
purpose — which is why Iran needs peace.

No peace agreement is simple, least of all one which would end
such a long and bitterly fought war. It will take a long time to
wind down the tension in the region as a whole. Whether the US,
the USSR and China should be among the guarantors of any
peace settlement is worth considering because the war has been

Suio S
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fought largely with weapons and missiles supplied by these
countries or their allies. The UN can play a role as mediator and
peacekeeper only if the superpowers extend their new, coopera-
tive approach to regional conflicts to the Gulf war.

A further reason for arguing that Iran is well placed to seek
peace is the vitality and increasing coherence which its domestic
politics display. The media abroad may be fixated by Ayatollah
Khomeini's illness, but the Iranian leadership is displaying no
signs of inertia. In January, Khomeini clearly signalled his
support for the reformists in a letter to President Ali Khamene'i.
The two most important reformists, Prime Minister Hossein
Moussavi and the speaker of the majlis, Hojatoleslam Ali
Hashemi-Rafsanjani, have become stronger since then. Moussa-
vi has been confirmed in his position by a large majority of the
majlis. Rafsanjani has been appointed commander-in-chief of the
armed forces, bringing the regular army and the Revolutionary
Guards under a unified command for the first time.

While Irag manifests all the trappings of an autocracy, Iran
has been to the polls again this year and returned a parliament
dominated by those who are committed to progress and social
reform. Tehran should be confident in believing that its
revolution will achieve more in peacetime than in war — and that
other countries will try to emulate its achievements only if it is
allowed to renew and reconstruct itself free from siege. u
W Middle East - Page 43

History’s pervasive
dirty hands

he Soviet poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko said in a televised

interview at the time of the 19th congress that it would

take 10 years before a good Soviet history, by which he
meant one that was credible and readable, could be published.
His appraisal was that the younger generations, adolescents and
students, were suspicious of the texts they had been taught with,
and feel likewise about the abruptness of their withdrawal.
These young people would not easily accept any document
rapidly overhauled to accommodate the new leaders; credibility
had to be won through thorough research and patience. It takes
much planning to decide how to record the past.

The interview, like so many other surprising statements
resulting from that historic congress, reflected both the Soviet
aggiornamento and the western obsession with the narrative
line in 20th-century Soviet history. This concern is owed in part
to the squalid echo of the preaching of the West's dubious
moralists, and also in part to the fact that after the Turks in
Armenia and Hitler in Germany, the story of Stalin remains this
century’s last mystery of mass murder.

But while the magnitude of the tragedy for which Stalin is
responsible cannot be in any way played down, from the time of
the trial of Nikolai Ivanovich Bukharin to Nikita Khruschev’s
partial denunciation, the Soviet Union’s history from 1917 to
date has to be seen in the context of international hostility to the
need to end a thousand years of tyrannical monarchy; and
towards the morality of the Marxist revolution.

This debate is clearly presented by Steven Lukes in Marxism
and Morality (1983) in the exploration of the issue of “dirty

” in politics and the meaning of Stalinism: “The question of
means and ends has pervaded the entire history of Marxism, and
more generally of socialism in our century: the social democratic
tradition from revisionism to Eurocommunism offering one kind

- of answer, while the Leninist tradition, in its various forms,

offers another.”

Distorted history — as much by omission as by commission — is
| awidespread practice. The Soviet exercise of the last 14 months

has shaken the nation by its immediacy as much as its range.
This compares in recent decades only with the revision forced on
Germany after the defeat of the Third Reich, when Hitler’s
apocalyptic concepts were finally brought to the level of
individual human tragedy. Stalin’s neo-imperial mania has now
been brought down to human terms too. The rest of the modern
world has been able to play down the dramatic contrasts in the
disguise of old lies by progressing through change in a more
leisurely manner.

Out of modern fiction came the individual adjustment to
history in the making, through the pages of Alberto Moravia's
novel The Conformist (1951), wherein one man changes many
times so as to remain in a survival mould. But that was fiction, of
course. In I the Supreme, the 1971 novel by Augusto Roa Bastos,
the dictator Dr Gaspar Rodriguez de Francia writes in his
notebook: “I am the final judge. I can decide how things will go.
Contrive the facts. Invent the events.” That was not fiction.

rance could never have been humiliated in the Second

World War if everyone who claimed after 1945 to have been

in the Resistance had actually participated in the under-
ground movement. And this was notable at the trial of Nazi war
criminal Klaus “The Butcher of Lyon” Barbie last year.
Raymond Aron, in his observations of means and ends, summed
up the cause of remorse in his article The life and death of
Arthur Koestler (1983): “France was, par excellence, the battle-
field on which the Cold War was fought, the war of ideologies
and intellectuals.” And after the Cold War came neo-colonialism,
in which such great nations as France and Britain told the world
they were the benevolent protectors of small economies in far-off
places, and funny-looking foreigners had to be put in chains for
their own good.

Britain, where modern academic history writing and research
began in 1945, goes through the exercise of rewriting a part of its
recent history every January, when the 30-year rule — the time
of embargo on official files — matures, and the events of three
decades earlier are laid before the public. It has come to be
acknowledged in Britain that the great can expect a new
biography every generation, as fresh material is unearthed for
consideration.

In this way, from Japan, through India, to Northern Ireland,
politicians and bureaucrats assisted by self-seeking journalists
and academics have invented an unique time machine. The
magazine Index on Censorship tries regularly to chronicle the
altered almanacs of autocrats big and small.

During the Reagan years, the United States has fought hard to
win the war it lost in Vietnam, by means of the loutish fictional
exploits of the likes of Rambo. One of the more forceful revisions
of recent history occurred in Argentina. Eight years of military
dictatorship unleashed what the capitalist world and the
Communist Party accepted, and even applauded, as a “dirty yet
noble war” against opponents. Today, Argentina and the world
recognise that it was a brutal and criminal exercise of such
cruelty that the report of the investigators was entitled Never
Again (Faber 1986).

The Australian bicentenary has forced the re-examination of
what has turned out to be a cruel supremacist society. A
forthcoming book by John Pilger, A Secret Country (Cape) warns
that “from its very beginning the history of white Australia has
been shrouded in secrecy and silence.” Which makes a mockery
of the popular impression of a society of open, outgoing people.

All of this is to say that rewriting history, in some quite
extreme instances, is the monopoly neither of Marxism nor of the
Soviet Union. Yevgeny Yevtushenko is an outspoken man and a
brave poet. His estimate of a decade passing before new and
readable texts could appear must be seen with compassion
rather than gloating. More important, he was asking for a
reasonable account, not for the truth, which he knows to be
elusive. Mikhail Gorbachev commented that “it would have been
much simplier not to know” - the magnitude of the task ahead is
known to all. B
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October 1988 — The launch of a new
publishing concept
in China

Xinhua, the official news agency of the
People's Republic of China and SOUTH
magazine, the international business monthly
specialising in the developing countries, are
co-publishers of a brand new monthly
business magazine in Chinese.

“Jingji Shijie”, or Business World, is a first in
China. It combines two different editorial
elements: a selection of articles from SOUTH
translated into Chinese together with articles |
from China of particular interest to the new
breed of decisionmakers in China involved
in international trade — a unique mix.

What else does this new publication offer?

A minimum monthly circulation of
25,000 copies, sent to named
individuals throughout Government, the
Banking and Finance sector and
Industry and Commerce. A
controlled circulation list compiled
by the Chinese Government and
updated every six months.

A publication distributed via
the official Government
network. A free advertisement
translation service. And more.

Why not write or /

telephone one of our

offices now for a free

brochure and special

introductory advertising /

offers? /

Colin Sergeant m MacDonald Wﬁm@m \\\\
%Publi:a“ﬁzns South Publications General Manager Mwmmmﬁ\\
New Zealand House, 13th Floor Pacific Harbour International  South Publications : Golin Kilkelly

80 Haymarket, London SW1Y 4TS Business Centre Suite 932, The Hemisley Building Regional Director
England 2803 Admiratty Centre, Tower 1 230 Park Avenue, New York NY 10169 South Publications

Tek: 01-930 8411 18 Harcourt Road, Hong Kong. USA 3rd Floor, Rock Court
Tix: 8814201 TRIMED G Tek 58652925 _ '{el: (21 egg;;m mcu;'h ghm Road
{Group 3) ¢ o ?:fm m ~ Th:7105813722 TRIMED NYK Tel: 514259




BCCI HoLDINGS
(LUXEMBOURG) SA

39 Boulevard Royal, Luxembourg

December31 Capital Fund US$  Total Assets US$
1987 US$ 1,465 million 19,500 million

BCC Group now has Offices in 73 Countries

Bank of Credit and Commerce International Group has come to be
known as a local bank, internationally — a bridge between the developing
and the developed countries. Contact us at any of our offices in the
following countries:

Argentina Germany (West) Macau Sierra Leone
Australia Ghana Malaysia Spain

Bahamas Gibraltar Maldives Sri Lanka

Bahrain Grand Cayman Mauritius Sudan

Bangladesh ~ Hong Kong Monaco Swaziland
Barbados India Morocco Switzerland
Botswana Indonesia Netherlands Taiwan

Brazil Isle of Man Netherlands Antilles ¥ha|land
Cameroon Ital Niger 0go

Canada J amyaica Nigeria Trinidad & Tobago

China Japan Oman Elgligev
Colombia Jordan Pakistan United Kingdom
Coted’Ivoire Kenya Panama iy 5
Cyprus Korea (South)  Paraguay Us /f ;
Djibouti Kuwait Philippines Venezuela
Egypt Lebanon Portugal Yemen (South)
France Liberia Senegal Zambia

Gabon Luxembourg Seychelles Zimbabwe
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