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The 1990s will witness a communications
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expansion of film and video pre duction,
greater individual choice and ease the flow of
information. Alternatively, Third World culture
could be hit by an avalanche of third-rate
western mass entertainment.
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S ¢« communication. South is a multi-
dimensional magazine whose main
focus is economics and business. To
take our message and viewpoint not
! only to important decision-makers but
V.. also to the grassroots, we feel it is
BHUEE | important for South to appear in as
—EBEFERAN .
BaRKRA many languages as possible. We want
an ever larger number of people to
have the opportunity to read us in
their national language or mother
tongue.

Our first foreign-language edition is
in Chinese because China is not only a
developing country, but also the
largest country in the world. By
bringing out South in Chinese, we are

SRR, in a position to reach more than a fifth
of the world’s population. But China’s importance to the Third
World also rests on another very important foundation. Forty
years or so after decolonisation, most Third World countries are
still struggling against economic, political and, above all,
intellectual colonialism. China is one of the few developing
countries which has decolonised itself completely but is also
pursuing a policy of cooperation with foreign countries to make its
programme of modernisation and growth a reality. In bringing out
Jingji Shijie we are, in our own small way, paying a tribute to the
great achievement of the Chinese people and assisting in their
programme of growth and cooperation with the outside world.
China has always been a great friend of South, and this venture is
based largely on that friendship, trust and cooperation.

Jingji Shijie will start with a monthly controlled circulation of
25,000, rising to 50-100,000 over the next three years. After that
we shall look at increasing our circulation further in China and
consider exporting the magazine to reach the many Chinese
speakers outside the country. Jingji Shijie will reach the decision-
makers of China in central government, regional administrations,
import and export corporations, industrial corporations, financial
institutions, banks, universities and research institutions.

The success of Jingji Shijie is very important to the future of
South, which is much more than a magazine. South represents
the first attempt by a group of people from the developing
countries to produce a vehicle for promoting the views of the Third
World. Its success will lead to editions in other languages,
expecially those spoken in the Third World. B

Mﬂmawn Gauhar
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~ POISONOUS CYNICISM

tunned by Irag’s barbaric use of chemical weapons against
B its Kurdish minority, several thoughtful commentators
have expressed their dismay that no government has had
the courage to condemn Iraq or impose sanctions to deter it from
pursuing a genocidal course. Flora Lewis, a New York Times
columnist, said: “Governments seem to have reached a new level
; of cynicism. It is clear that Iraq felt it could get away with
turning its poisonous gas arsenal on its Kurds after the ceasefire
because so little was said when it used chemical warfare against
[ran.” She criticised the US government and its “mealy-mouthed
allies” for their pusillanimity and asked: “But where are the
non-aligned, those ready purveyors of moral judgment to the
superpowers? Especially, where are the Arab states with their
protestations of peaceful intent?”

This is an important question which must be answered. The
Third World cannot dismiss this question on the pretext that the
person asking it has little sympathy for the Third World or is
acting under Zionist advice. Nor can the moral force of the
question be denied by suggesting, as Baghdad seems to do, that
its real purpose is to divert attention from the Palestinian
problem.

Let us admit that Third World governments have failed to
register even a verbal protest against the use of chemical
weapons by Iraq. Heads of non-aligned states have been
pontificating and delivering ponderous speeches in the current
UN general assembly session: not one found time to name Iraq
for systematically using chemical weapons against the Iranians
and the Kurds. None of the 42 members of the Islamic
Conference has had the courage or the compassion to raise the
subject.

How has this cynicism and apathy grown? How did the
Iranians and the Kurds become victims of chemical warfare?
Why are the superpowers so helpless to save the world from what
they recognise as a crime against humanity? And why is the UN

S0 paralysed?

The Geneva protocol of 1925 prohibits the use in war of
asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases, and of all analogous
liquids, materials or devices. It lays down “that this prohibition
shall be universally accepted as part of international law,
binding alike the conscience and the practice of nations”. When
Iraq, a signatory to the protocol, used mustard and cyanide gases
against the Iranian forces in 1984 the violation went unconde-
mned and unpunished.

The protocol lacks an enforcing mechanism, but sanctions
should have been imposed on Iraq to sustain the universally
recognised moral force of the prohibition on the use of chemical
weapons. The failure to restrain Iraq at the time was due to the
fact that the US and the USSR wanted to stop Iran from winning
the war, and condoned the use of chemical weapons by Iraq.

Four years later, the UN security council was presented with a
devastating report from the Secretary-General accusing Iraq of
intensifying its use of chemical weapons against Iran. The report
confirmed that “Iraq was using nerve gas and even cyanide gas
on the battlefield and mustard gas behind Iranian lines”. Still no
action was taken, no sanction applied, no resolution passed
condemning Iraq for its persistent violation of the Geneva
protocol. )

The reasons were not difficult to discover. The US did not want
to embarrass Iraq, the Soviet Union was bound by its treaty of
friendship with Iraq, and the Arabs (with some exceptions)
wanted Iran to be subdued at all costs. They could use their
financial clout to stop the Non-Aligned Movement from criticis-
ing Irag. Other leading countries such as West Germany,
Australia and Britain had supplied equipment and built facili-
ties at the Samarra chemical complex near Baghdad (South May
1987). Their governments did not wish to jeopardise future
business prospects.

The US, in ethical terms, was in an even more difficult

position to restrain Iraq.
The US had not only

e
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used chemical weapons
to devastating effect
during the Vietnam
war, but had also consis-

7OYears of Brogress...
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tently voted since 1969
against the adoption of a
comprehensive resolu-
tion prohibiting the use
of all biological and che-
mical methods of war-
fare in international

armed conflict. It was at
Washington’s insistence
that biological weapons
were separated from
chemical weapons.
While a binding conven-
tion on the prohibition
of biological weapons
was adopted in 1975, the
US has employed all its
power and influence to
prevent the adoption of
a similar convention
banning the production,
storage and use of che-
mical weapons.
President
Nixon

R
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Richard
renounced the
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production of chemical weapons in 1969,
but the Pentagon later discovered a Soviet
threat and a propaganda campaign was
unleashed accusing Moscow of waging
germ and gas war in Kampuchea, Laos and
Afghanistan. It was claimed that the
Soviets had unleashed “yellow rain” on the
civilian population in Kampuchea. On in-
vestigation 1t was established that the
yellow rain was nothing but excrement
from bees, but the pressure on the US
congress to allow renewed gas production
continued. The senate finally approved the
resumption of nerve gas production, with
Vice-President George Bush using his cast-
ing vote in favour.

It was against this background that Iraq
was able to violate the Geneva protocol
and achieve a stalemate with Iran largely
though the use of chemical weapons. The
day the Iranians accepted the UN ceasefire
resolution, Iraq turned its fury against the
Kurds, who had pursued their long strug-
gle for autonomy during Iraq’s war against
Iran.

The Kurds are a nation of 20-million,
with a culture, language and tradition of
their own. They have lived for 3,000 years
in the mountainous region overlapping
Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Syria, and the Soviet
Union without ever having a state of their
own. When the Ottoman empire broke up
after the defeat of Germany and Turkey in

1918, President Woodrow Wilson declared
that “non-Turkish minorities of the Otto-
man empire should be assured of an unmolested opportunity of
autonomous development”. The treaty of Sevres in 1920 specifi-
cally provided for the establishment of a Kurdistan, but the US
did not prevent Kemal Atatiirk from frustrating the establish-
ment of such a state.

During the Second World War, a Kurdish republic of Mahabad
was established in the Soviet-occupied zone of Iran. But as soon
as the Soviets withdrew, the Shah of Iran extinguished the
republic, executed its President and outlawed the Kurdish
Democratic Party without a word of protest from Moscow. Ever
since, the Kurds have kept up the struggle for autonomy.

In March 1988, the Iraqi forces used chemical weapons against
the Kurds in Halabja, a town of 70,000 where more then 4,000
died from mustard and cyanide gases. Neither the UN nor the
superpowers condemned Iraq for this barbarism (South May).

Five months later, the Iraqis apparently decided to eliminate
the Kurdish problem along with the Kurdish people. Poisonous
gases were dropped from the air. Scores of villages were affected
and hundreds of unarmed civilians were killed. More than
100,000 Kurds fled their villages and sought refuge in Turkey.
Two weeks after the news of the Kurdish genocide started
circulating, the US publicly condemned Iraq, and the US senate
passed a resolution imposing economic sanctions. The White
House has still not approved the resolution. More belatedly, the
British foreign office expressed its “deep revulsion” and asked
Iraq to stop the use of chemical weapons. :

The UN said it would “consider immediately . . . appropriate
measures in accordance with the charter of the UN should there
be any future use of chemical weapons”. On 15 September, the
European parliament, in an overwhel;mng vote of censure,
accused Iraq of using chemical weapons in Kurdistan and called
for a ban on the sale of arms and military equipment to Iraq.
Despite that, the European governments hesitated to point the
finger at Iraq.

ltJ;S secret:ry of state George Shultz said: “We feel that we

have conclusive evidence of the use of chemical weapons, not
necessarily going on right now, but having been used.” This
conclusion, he said, was based on examination of Kurds by US
officials in Turkey and “other sources which we are not in a
position to disclose”.

UN Secretary-General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar asked Iraq to
allow an independent team to investigate the claims that
Baghdad had used gas against the Kurds. The Arab League
resisted the proposal, and Iraq rejected the request on the ground
that any international inquiry would amount to interference in
Iraq’s internal affairs.

How can the use of chemical weapons be treated as a matter of
domestic concern? The Geneva protocol banned the use of
chemical weapons because such weapons were “justly conde-
mned by the general opinion of the civilised world”. And the
protocol made the prohibition of the use of chemical weapons
“binding alike the conscience and the practice of nations”. Iraq
stands condemned by its own refusal to allow an independent
investigation into the chemical weapons charge.

What should be done? The problem will not be resolved by the
Third World blaming the superpowers and the western press
criticising the leaders of the Non-Aligned Movement for swal-
lowing their tongues. The answer lies in taking firm and
resolute action at the international level.

Two courses must be simultaneously pursued. First, the US
should abandon its opposition to the adoption of a binding
convention prohibiting the use of chemical weapons. Surely the
question of definition of chemical weapons and the difficulties of
verification are not insurmountable, provided the will is there.
We have no doubt that the Third World, including the Non-
Aligned Movement, will fully support this course of action.

Secondly, any nation refusing to allow the UN to carry out an
independent investigation of alleged violations of the Geneva
protocol must be immediately named and subjected to compre-
hensive and mandatory economic and military sanctions. [ |
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